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Elsie continued to gaze as though fascinated at the steps that
lost themselves so swiftly in the pit. " I shall go down/' she
said.

" You, sir ? " the man asked.

"Yes/' said Theo, I shall go too/'

Now he was praying that Alec would not change his
mind. He had not expected this. He had looked forward
glumly to another day which would bring him no nearer to
Elsie. "Come, Alec/' he urged with false heartiness.
" Everybody who visits Castleton must go into the Speedwell
Mine. The guide book says so. Even Byron when he was
here went down/'

The man with the lamp pricked up his ears at the name.
It was part of his worn and tattered recitation. "That's
right, sir/' he confirmed. " Byron, peer and poet. He died
later, fighting the Greeks."

" Did he ? " said Alec with a grin.

" Yes, sir, fighting the Greeks/'

" Thank you/' said Alec. " I must remember that. It's
not widely known." He turned on his heel. " Well, Proser-
pine," he shouted over his shoulder to Elsie, "you and
gloomy Dis can descend to your underworld. Me for the
fields of Enna." He strode defiantly away.

Elsie turned with a smile to Theo. " What's he talking
about now ? "

" Just an old tag from Milton," Theo answered.

" I don't know half the time what he's talking about,"
she said. " Was Milton a poet ? "

" Yes/' said Theo gently. " I'll tell you about him some
day-shall I ?"

" If you like," she said. The words breathed warmly on
his neck. The man had shut the door behind them. They
were on the.steps, he in front, holding the lantern low; then
Theo, and behind Theo Elsie, with her hand on his shoulder,
Theo continued to talk, because all his being thrilled at her
warm breath falling in this dank tunnel upon his skin.
" Doesn't Alec ever tell you about the poets and things of
that sort ? " he asked.

"Oh, no," she laughed. "He never bothers his head
about me one way or another." She added gravely:
"There's no need to. We.understand one another/' She
gave a little shiver and said: ." It is cold down here."

"Yes/' said Theo.   "I feared it might be.   I brought